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MR. FEILER: Today's date is January 
28th, 2002. The time now is 944 hours. 
This is Lieutenant Monty Feiler with the 
Fire Department of the City of New York. 
I'm conducting an interview with the 
following individual. 

Please state your name, rank and 
assigned area. 

MR. DeMAIO: Anthony DeMaio, assistant 
deputy director, fleet services, 58th 
Street. 

MR. FEILER: Of the Fire Department of 
the City of New York. We're interviewing 
him regarding the events of September 11th, 
2001. Also present for the interview is 
Investigator Fabiola Quevedo. 

Q. You can go ahead and begin on the 
morning of September 11th, how you first became 
aware and what your actions were that morning. 

A. Like work any other day here. It's a 
shop. I actually had left the building. I think 
I ran up to the post office and came back. On 
the way back from the post office, I saw there 


was smoke coming from one of the towers. When I 
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reached the shop, at that point no one knew what 
was going on, although it seemed like an 
accident. 

Most of the guys, most of the 
supervisors, were already up on the roof so they 
had a clear view of what was going on. I 
proceeded up to the roof. At this point we 
didn't know what was really happening, although 
it looked like an airplane or something struck 
the building. 

I came back downstairs. At that point 
it was on TV. They had the TV on in the 
supervisors' room. At that point we didn't 
receive any call yet from our boss. 

Q. About what time was that? 
A. This was right after that first plane 
hit the first tower. 

I came down here from upstairs. At 
this point when I was down here -- as soon as I 
made it downstairs to find out what was going on, 
what we were doing, the second plane hit the 
building, the second building. 

Sometime in the next couple minutes we 


got a call from the control room over at 34th 
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Street. That's when Tom McDonald, our boss, he 
requested that we all report to the area. 
Normally we do that on a fourth alarm duty or 
major accidents. In a major incident, one of us 
from either side, depending who was involved, 
responds. In this case he requested us all down 
there. 
Me and Mike Felice, my boss, Mike 
Felice, left here, headed into Manhattan, which 
was -- everything was jammed up. We took the 
Midtown Tunnel. As a matter of fact, as we're 
going into the tunnel, there was four -- we were 
trying to follow a police car down into the 
tunnel. There were four firefighters on foot -- 
they couldn't go any further with their personal 
car, because everyone was told to report down 
there -- which we picked up and got them into 
lower Manhattan. 
We dropped them off. We get down to 

West Street. We were pretty far down West 
Street, as a matter of fact. 

Q. Do you know where you dropped off the 
firefighters? 


A. The firefighter was on -- if I'm not 
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mistaken, it was on Broadway. As we were coming 


down, I think on Broadway. Broadway comes down; 


right? 
Q. Yeah. 
A. Yeah, it was on Broadway somewhere. He 


was not completely downtown. It was somewhere in 
the teens, I believe. We ended up dropping them 
all off at that point, because one of the guy's 
firehouses was there and then from there they 

all -- 

Q. Do you know their names? 

A. No. I didn't Know who they were. We 
just knew they were firefighters, because they 
were asking police in front of us for a lift. 
They couldn't go any further, and we ended up 
taking them. 

I think when we pulled up it looked 
pretty far down. We were probably parked around 
I think it was Murray or Warren when we pulled up 
to the scene. At that point when we got out of 
the car, we realized that the first tower went 
down. There was no tower there. We already 
realized that something happened. 


We were trying to raise our other 
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halves from 34th Street on the radio. No 
response. When the tower came down, we knew that 
they were there before us. We were starting to 
get a little concerned. There was no response. 
Communications were down. We weren't able to 
communicate with any of our mechanics. We 
weren't able to communicate back to the shop. 

So we're starting towards the scene. 

It had to be maybe -- we were practically 
underneath it. We were on the other side of the 
pedestrian bridge. Definitely we were on the 
other side of the bridge. All of a sudden -- 
yeah, we were, because the pedestrian bridge goes 
over to the high school. 

That's when we heard the rumble. We 
looked up, and the second tower was coming down. 
We turned around. We run out of here. I lose my 
boss. I couldn't find him for a while. I 
continued running north. Then after a while 
everything started to settle down, I started to 
work my way back. 

At this point now -- we still couldn't 
find anybody. Now I even lost Mike. I couldn't 


find him. What happened was Mike had ducked into 
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the high school. That's why I knew where we 
were, because we were already past that bridge. 
When he ran back, he saw someone had made it into 
the high school, and he ducked into the high 
school. I didn't notice that. I just continued 
going up. 

After everything settled down a little 
bit, some of the dust settled down, we started to 
work our way back again. At this point we found 
McDonald, Tom McDonald. He was all covered in 
soot and dust. He was all right. A few minutes 
later we ran into the other guys we were looking 
for: Tom Curty, Andy Diamond, I think Lou 
Morbelli was with them also. They were there 
actually before the first tower came down. They 
were there before we were. 

Basically that was it up to the point 
where the tower came down. Then it was just like 
trying to find where everybody was. We didn't 
know where all our guys were. We knew there were 
a lot of guys down there, a lot of the guys from 
the emergency trucks respond. We spent a good 
time just making sure we found where they were 


and they were okay. 
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Then we just started to go through -- 
everything started to settle down, and we started 
to go through the place and try to make sense of 
everything. It was (inaudible). 

Q. Where do you think you were at that 
point? 

A. Most of the time after the building 
came down, we were probably underneath the 
pedestrian bridge, in that area. 

Q. On West Street? 

A. Yeah, on West Street. That's where 
they set up the command post. 

Q. Oh, okay. 

A. Once it was a little -- after a couple 
hours when everything started to settle down, we 
started to -- actually before that we did a 
walk -- we did a search. We searched through one 
side. We came like through the Merrill Lynch 
building, I guess -- no, the exchange, American 
Express building, which was across from the 
towers. We walked around through the back of 
that. 

When we came up on -- over here 


somewhere. It was actually -- I forget the name 
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of the street. North End? 

Q. Had the second building collapsed yet? 

A. Yeah. No, what happened, like I said, 
we were walking towards the scene. That's when 
we heard the rumbling and the second building 
started coming down. That's when we ran. 

Q. So you got there after the first 
building collapsed? 

A. Yes, after the first building collapsed 
and just prior to the second building coming 
down. 

Basically what we normally do at any 
operation, normal operation, is make sure that 
the apparatus is fueled, make sure that 
everything is running, there was no problems 
mechanically on it, whether it's apparatus or 
ambulances or whatever it is. 

But in this case we had apparatus that 
was totally destroyed, partially destroyed, 
abandoned. We spent the next week basically 
trying to salvage anything that we thought was 
salvageable that we could kickback into service. 

Our concern was that we lost so many 


pieces that if there's anything here that we can 
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get back into service, you know, get it back to 
the shop, get it cleaned up, get it working, and 
get it back to the house, at least they'll have 
something, because there was a lot of pieces 
gone. 

That's what we spent the next week 
doing, basically, is finding apparatus that was 
abandoned, getting them to run. Most of them had 
all the glass blown out of them, full of soot, 
dust and debris. Getting it back to the shop. 
Same thing with ambulances. 

Then we tried to make -- we kept a 
running log of what we found along the way that 
was beyond repair. We were pulling them into the 
shop whatever possible so we could keep track of 
at least what we had. 

Basically that's what we did. 

Q. Is there anything else you think is 
important? 

A. That's it. 

Q. On behalf of the department, I want to 
thank you. 

MR. FEILER: We'll conclude the 


interview at 953 hours. 


